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Supporting Survivors of Brain Injury in 
a Criminal Justice Setting

Liam Donevan, CBIS
Pronouns: He/Him/His

Program Manager – Criminal Justice System
Liam@BIAColorado.org

303.562.3298

BIAColorado.org       •        (303) 355-9969

• Overview of brain injury in the criminal justice system

• Risk-Need-Responsivity and brain injury

• Colorado brain injury protocol
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Objectives
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Childhood 
Violence

• 60% cohort
• 10% general 

population

Adult 
Victimization

• 62% cohort
• 2% general 

population

Suicide 
Attempts

• 39% at least 
one attempt 

cohort
• 4% thoughts, 

1% plan in 
general 

population

School 
suspension

• 54% cohort
• 26% men; 
15% women 

general 
population

Substance 
Abuse

• 93% history 
of abuse / 

misuse 
cohort

• 7% general 
population

Mental 
Health

• 75% at least 
one 

diagnosis in 
cohort

• 19% general 
population

Colorado Data
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Image from Taxman, Pattavina, Byrne, and Durso’s “The Empirical Basis for 
the RNR Model with an Updated RNR Conceptual Framework” chapter in 
Simulation Strategies to Reduce Recidivism (2013)

Risk-Need-Responsivity and Brain Injury
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What Now?

Interview Inmate 
for OSU-TBI-ID

If OSU is positive, 
have probationer 
sign consent form*

Give probationer 
Symptoms 
Questionnaire

Enter Symptom 
Questionnaire 
answers online

Share Tip Sheets 
with probationer (if 
applicable)

Refer probationer 
to AHEAD group 
(if applicable)

Refer for 
neuropsych
screen or 
evaluation (if 
applicable)

Refer to Brain 
Injury Alliance of 
Colorado (if 
applicable)

Update district 
data form monthly

Brain Injury Protocol
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Symptoms Questionnaire

https://mindsourcecolorado.org/adult-symptom-questionnaire/
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Strategies Guidebook
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A.H.E.A.D
https://mindsourcecolorado.org/ahead/
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Partners
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Challenges & Lessons Learned

• Massive systems are slow to change

• Red tape

• Information silos

• Us vs. them mentalities 

• Resource availability

• State level connections

Thank you for your time! 
Questions? Comments? Feedback? 

Liam Donevan, CBIS
Program Manager – Criminal Justice System
liam@biacolorado.org
303.562.3298
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